American Identity

Grades 5th-12th 

Curriculum Connections: Art, Social Studies

South Carolina Visual and Performing Arts Curriculum Standards
Grades 3–5

I. Understanding and Applying Media, Techniques, and Processes 

Students will
A. Describe how different media, techniques, and processes evoke different responses in the viewer of an artwork.

II. Using Knowledge of Structures and Functions

Students will
A. Describe, both orally and in writing, how the various elements and principles of design function to evoke different responses in the viewer of an artwork.

III. Choosing and Evaluating a Range of Subject Matter, Symbols, and Ideas

Students will
A. Evaluate how particular choices of subject matter, symbols, and ideas function to communicate meaning in their own artworks and those of others.

IV. Understanding the Visual Arts in Relation to History and Cultures

Students will
A. Identify specific artworks and styles as belonging to particular artists, cultures, periods, and places.

B. Identify a variety of artworks, artists, and visual arts materials that exist in South Carolina.

C. Describe how history, culture, and the visual arts can influence one another.

V. Reflecting upon and Assessing the Merits of Their Work and the Work of Others

Students will
A. Describe how an artist’s experiences can influence the development of his or her artworks.

B. Analyze their own artworks and those of others and describe improvements that could be made.

C. Distinguish between personal preference and the objective analysis of artworks.
VI. Making Connections between Visual Arts and Other Disciplines
Students will

A. Identify connections among the visual arts, other arts disciplines, and content areas across the curriculum.

Grades 6–8

I. Understanding and Applying Media, Techniques, and Processes

Students will

A. Describe how different media, techniques, and processes evoke different responses in the viewer of an artwork. 

II. Using Knowledge of Structures and Functions

Students will
A. Analyze and describe, using the appropriate vocabulary, the composition of a particular artwork with regard to the elements and principles of design that it manifests.

III. Choosing and Evaluating a Range of Subject Matter, Symbols, and Ideas

Students will
A. Analyze and describe the relationships among subjects, themes, and symbols in communicating intended meaning through their own artworks and in interpreting the artworks of others.

IV. Understanding the Visual Arts in Relation to History and Cultures

Students will
A. Compare and contrast the characteristics of artworks from various cultures and historical periods.

B. Compare and contrast a variety of artworks, artists, and visual arts materials that exist in South Carolina.

C. Analyze, describe, and demonstrate how factors of time and place such as climate, resources, ideas, and technology influence visual characteristics that give meaning and value to a work of art.

V. Reflecting upon and Assessing the Merits of Their Work and the Work of Others

Students will
A. Compare various purposes for creating artworks.

B. Use descriptive, interpretive, and evaluative statements to make informed aesthetic judgments about their own artworks and those of others.

C. Analyze, interpret, and evaluate their visual preferences in their own artworks, in nature, and in artworks from various cultures and historical periods.

VI. Making Connections between Visual Arts and Other Disciplines

Students will
A. Compare and contrast the characteristics of works in two or more art forms that have similar subject matter, historical periods, or cultural contexts.

Grades 9–12
II. Using Knowledge of Structures and Functions

Students will
A. Identify and describe the interrelationships among the elements and principles of design that communicate a variety of artistic perspectives and purposes.

B. Evaluate the effectiveness of artworks in terms of structure and function.

III. Choosing and Evaluating a Range of Subject Matter, Symbols, and Ideas

Students will
A. Make personal choices and formulate interpretations regarding symbols, subject matter, ideas, and expression in artworks.

B. Use the appropriate art vocabulary and concepts to make and defend aesthetic judgments about the validity of the source and content of their own artworks and significant artworks of others. 

IV. Understanding the Visual Arts in Relation to History and Cultures

Students will
A. Describe how the subject matter, symbols, and ideas in various artworks are related to history and culture.

B. Explain how a variety of artworks, artists, and visual arts materials represent and reflect the history and culture of South Carolina.

C. Describe the function and explore the meaning of specific artworks from various cultures, periods, and regions of the world.

V. Reflecting upon and Assessing the Merits of Their Work and the Work of Others

Students will
A. Analyze the intention of the artist in a particular work and justify their interpretation of that intention.

B. Make complex descriptive, interpretive, and evaluative judgments about their own artworks and those of others.
VI. Making Connections between Visual Arts and Other Disciplines

Students will
A. Compare the materials, technologies, media, and processes of the visual arts with those of other arts disciplines.

B. Compare and contrast issues and themes in the visual arts with those in the humanities or the sciences.

SOUTH CAROLINA

SOCIAL STUDIES ACADEMIC STANDARDS 

GRADE 4

United States Studies to 1865

Standard 4-3: 
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the conflict between the American colonies and England
Standard 4-6: 
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the Civil War and its impact on America.
GRADE 5

United States Studies: 1865 to the Present

Standard 5-1: 
The student will demonstrate an understanding of Reconstruction and its impact on racial relations in the United States. 

GRADE 7

Contemporary Cultures: 1600 to the Present

Standard 7-3: 
The student will demonstrate an understanding of political, social, and economic upheavals that occurred throughout the world during the age of revolution, from 1770 through 1848. 

Standard 7-7:
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the significant political, economic, geographic, scientific, technological, and cultural changes and advancements that took place throughout the world from the beginning of the twentieth century to the present day. 
GRADE 8

South Carolina: One of the United States

Standard 8-1: 
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the settlement of South Carolina and the United States by Native Americans, Europeans, and Africans. 

Standard 8-2: 
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the American Revolution—the beginnings of the new American nation and South Carolina’s part in the development of that nation.

Standard 8-3: 
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the American Civil War—its causes and effects and the major events that occurred during that time.

Standard 8-4: 
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the impact of Reconstruction on the people and government of South Carolina

Standard 8-5: 
The student will demonstrate an understanding of major social, political, and economic developments that took place in the United States during the second half of the nineteenth century

Standard 8-6: 
The student will demonstrate an understanding of South Carolina’s development during the early twentieth century

Standard 8-7: 
The student will demonstrate an understanding of South Carolina’s economic revitalization during World War II and the latter twentieth century

                                                                                                                                                                                HIGH SCHOOL CORE AREA

United States History and the Constitution

Standard USHC-2: 
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the establishment of the United States as a new nation.

Standard USHC-3: 
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the westward movement and the resulting regional conflicts that took place in America in the nineteenth century

Standard USHC-4:
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the causes and the course of the Civil War and Reconstruction in America. 

Standard USHC-5: 
The student will demonstrate an understanding of major social, political, and economic developments that took place in the United States during the second half of the nineteenth century.

Standard USHC-7:
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the economic boom-and-bust in America in the 1920s and 1930s, its resultant political instability, and the subsequent worldwide response.




























